The slighter the operation for the relief bf strangulated hernia may be in itself, and in its probable consequences, the less considerable will be the objections against it; and the more decided and the more general the preference that it deserves over any other means by which relief in such cases may be sought.
The more unpromising any other means may be, the greater is the chance of their failure; and of their employment becom- ing the occasion of the continuance of those circumstances which seemed to indicate their use.
The evils to be expected from the continuance of those circumstances, therefore, together with any that may result from the nature of the remedies employed, are to be weighed against the objections to the operation, when we would decide whether it should be immediately performed, or whether it should be postponed for the purpose of attempting reduction by those remedies.
It is the object of 
